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Panama Canal Treaties, 1978:
Canal Zone  under Panamanian control, 1979
Canal  under Panamanian control by 2000

Thousands of Cubans
come to U.S.
April — September 1980

Continued guerrilla
activity against
rightist regimes

Civil War begins,
1979 U.S. sends

military
advisers
early 1981

Sandinista rebels
in power
July 1979

Pro-U.S. regime
elected, November 1980

Pro-Castro regime
takes power,
March 1979;
U.S. forces land,
October 1983;
Elections held,
December 1984

Staging area for Nicaraguan
anti-Sandinista rebels
(Aided by U.S.)
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The United States in Central America


